
 

Y6 Summer Term 

A Child’s 
War 

Brief outline of Learning Journey: 
A siren sounds, a building crumbles, a Spitfire zooms 

overhead. Take cover. It’s 1939 and Britain is at war. Deep 

down in the Anderson shelter, learn why nations are 

fighting and why child evacuees must make the long 

journey from their homes and families into unknown 

territory. Read the diary of Anne Frank, written whilst 

hiding from the terrifying stormtroopers in a secret 

annexe, and try to empathise with her hopes and fears. 

Make do and mend. Cook up a family meal from meagre 

rations. Delve deep into a bygone era, when loose lips sunk 

ships. And, as peace is declared, let’s get ready to 

celebrate. Mr Churchill says ‘It’s an unconditional 

surrender.’ 

 

Maths  

This term we will be learning about angles 

(measuring, classifying and calculating), naming 

and understanding parts of a circle, working with 

coordinates, translations and reflections.  

The children will revise and consolidate previous 

knowledge of maths work within arithmetic, 

problem solving and reasoning. 

KIRFs 

We will be revising and consolidating all previous 

KIRFs that include knowing prime numbers, 

working with fractions, decimals and 

percentages, converting metric measures and 

times table facts. 

History  

We learn about the cause and effect of 

the Second World War, significant events 

(the Blitz, evacuation) and people and 

develop their empathy for what it was like 

to be a child at the time.  

We learn to form opinions and viewpoints 

based on evidence.  

We create our own classroom museum 

where children are encouraged to add 

artefacts of ‘war at home’ to help bring a 

real sense of meaning to learning about 

the past and a purpose to our work. 

Children will learn to describe the causes and 

consequences of a significant event in history, 

use abstract terms to express historical ideas 

and information, draw timelines, think critically, 

weigh evidence, sift arguments and evaluate the 

human impact of war, on the everyday life of a 

past society. 

 

 

Geography  

Children will use the world map to get a bearing on 

where the Second World War took part and get a 

sense of the magnitude of events. When looking at 

WW2, children will begin to explain 

interconnections between two or more areas of 

the world in thinking about the Axis and Allied 

Powers. 

 

English  
Key Texts- Letters From The Lighthouse by Emma Carroll 

and a range of non-fiction texts 

 

Reading – books have been chosen to complement the 

topic and to help our children make connections and 

instill a feeling of awe and wonder. Our study book 

is a historical novel by Emma Carroll, Letters 

From The Lighthouse, which we will use for 

discussions, vocabulary work and to build reading 

fluency and expression. 

 

Writing - children will use The Piano film unit and 

Letters From the Lighthouse to inspire narrative 

writing. They will have the opportunity to write in 

character, write letters and recounts. Children will 

think about their word choices and make writing choices 

for affect. Lessons concentrate on the teaching of 

writing with a sharp focus on the craft and 

construction of sentences. Children will take part in 

Experience Days to stimulate ideas, such as an 

Evacuation Day. 

Grammar, punctuation and spelling will also have a high 

profile, building on previous knowledge and learning new 

things. 

 

RE 

This term We will start with the topic ‘Lailet al 

Miraj.’ We will learn the story of Muhammad’s night 

journey and will consider why Muhammad was chosen 

to be a prophet, and the similarities and differences 

with prophets from other world religions. 

We will then move onto another topic ‘Sunday,’ which 

looks at significant days for religions across the 

world. 



 

Art and Design  
Our companion topics this term are: 

Distortion and Abstraction; teaching the 

children about the concepts of abstraction and 

distortion. They study the visual characteristics 

of abstraction and create a musically-inspired, 

abstract painting. They will look at significant 

artists such as, Pablo Picasso, Robert Delaunay 

and Sonia Delaunay. 

Bees, Beetles and Butterflies; This project 

teaches children about sketchbooks, 

observational drawing, mixed media collage and 

Pop Art. They consolidate their learning to make 

a final piece of artwork inspired by bees, beetles 

or butterflies. 

 

Science  

In the summer term we will be studying two 

science units. 

Electrical Circuits and Components 

This unit of work teaches about electrical circuits, 

their components and how they function. Children 

will be building circuits and then recording them 

using standard symbols. 

 

Evolution and Inheritance 

In this unit of work children will look at how 

living things on Earth have changed over time 

and how fossils provide evidence for this. 

   Children learn how characteristics are passed                   

from parents to their offspring and how 

variation can affect species survival. We also 

look at adaptations and relate this to evolution. 

 

Computing 
Data and information – Introduction to spreadsheets 

This unit of work introduces the children to 

spreadsheets. They will organize data into 

columns and rows and create their own data set. 

Children will be introduced to formulas and will 

begin to understand how they can be used to 

produce calculated data Children will also create 

charts and evaluate their results. 

Design and Technology 

Make do and mend! 

This project is linked to our history 

topic and teaches children a range of 

simple sewing stitches including ways of 

recycling and repurposing old clothes 

and materials! Time to dig out the socks 

that need darning! 

French 

1st Half term 

We will be learning to introduce ourselves 

to  a stranger in French. 

2nd Half term 

Les Jeux Olympiques- get used to reading 

simple texts in French 

PE 

Monday – PE Games with coaches. 

Tuesdays – Real P.E. Core skills and games.  

This term we will focus on gymnastics, in 

particular -flight. Practice for Sports’ Day 

events. 

 

Local links and Exciting experiences 

Local residents with war stories 

Evacuation Day -role play 12 June 

Bikeability 19 -21 May 

Cycle to Selsey 4 June 

Cobnor Residential 23-27 June 

Our end of year musical production 

Leavers’ Assembly 22 July 9am 

PSHE Jigsaw 

Relationships: “I can identify when people may be      

experiencing feelings associated with loss and also recognise 

when people are trying to gain power or control. I can explain 

the feelings I might experience if I lose somebody special and 

when I need to stand up for myself and my friends in real or 

online situations. I can offer strategies to help me manage 

these feelings and situations.” 

Changing Me: “I can describe how a baby develops from 

conception through the nine months of pregnancy, and how it is 

born. I recognise how I feel when I reflect on becoming a 

teenager and how I feel about the development and birth of a 

baby.” 


